[The quantitative determination of peripheral blood natural killers in stomach cancer patients].
Quantitative parameters of natural killer cells (morphologically defined as large granule-containing lymphocytes/LGL/) were monitored. Gastric cancer patients revealed a decrease in LGL level and absolute count. In patients with stage III tumor, LGL and A-LGL levels were half those in controls. The lowest LGL level was observed in stage IV cancer, particularly, following chemotherapy. LGL level is easy to measure. The test is instrumental in assessing non-specific reactivity of the body.